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As Missouri’s federally funded statewide Assistive 
Technology Program, Missouri Assistive 
Technology works to increase the opportunities all 
Missourians with disabilities and all seniors have 
to access and acquire assistive technology devices 
and services. Assistive technology addresses 
barriers, provides choice and opens opportunities. 



My Story



For people without disabilities, 
technology makes things easier. For 
people with disabilities, technology 
makes things possible. 

-- IBM Training Manual (1991)



Participation



Education 



Employment



Independent Living



Aging in Place



What Is 
Assistive 

Technology? 



Assistive Technology Defined

Formal Definition

Assistive Technology is defined as any piece of equipment, product 
system, or service used to increase, maintain, and/or improve 
functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities or limitations (PL 
108-364). 

Informal Definition

Assistive Technology is a tool and/or related supports that  match a person’s 
needs, abilities and tasks they need to accomplish



AT Devices & Services



AT Continuum 

Assistive Technology

Low Tech

Simple

Low Maintenance

Limited/No Electronics

Mid Tech

Some Maintenance

Some Training

More Electronics 

High Tech

Complex Electronics

More Training

More Maintenance



• Daily Living Aids

• Computer Access 

• Vision Aids

• Hearing and Listening Aids

• Environmental Controls

• Augmentative and Alternative Communication

• Learning Aids

• Mobility Aids

Assistive Technology Categories



Medicare Funding of AT

• While Medicare may provide coverage for some assistive technology 
devices, the scope of coverage is limited. 

• Medicare Part B covers medically necessary DME if a doctor 
prescribes it for use in the home. 

• DME covered may, as example, include: 
• Canes

• Commode Chairs

• Hospital Beds

• Wheelchairs & Scooters



Medicare Funding of AT

• In the end, there is a considerable gap between what people can 
receive through Medicare and what people need to stay independent 
and safe in their homes. 



New Connections Open New Doors



TAP – T (Landline & Wireless)

• Provides free adaptive 
telephones (landline & wireless) 
and telephone alerting devices 
for individuals with disabilities 
and seniors residing in Missouri.

• Must have telephone service.

• Financial qualifiers

• Wide range of adaptive phones 
or phones with built-in 
accessibility features. 



TAP - I

• Provides free adaptive computer 
equipment and training needed 
for basic access to the internet 
and email. 

• Must have a computer and 
internet access.

• Financial qualifiers

• Adapted keyboards, text-to-
speech software, voice input 
software, screen readers, et al. 



Device Loan (ETC)

• Extensive loan library of assistive 
devices for schools and agencies. 

• Program is free. No limit to 
number of loans. We pay 
shipping.

• Over 1,000 devices available 



Show-Me Loans

• Financial loan program. 

• Interest rates between 2% and 
4%. 

• 4 “Flavors” of loans
• Show-Me Loan

• Vehicle Loan

• Microloan

• Workability Loan



Device Demonstration Centers

• 11 device demonstration centers 
located across the state for 
individuals to see, learn and try 
assistive devices. 

• Blue Springs, Columbia, Cape 
Girardeau, Joplin, Springfield, 
Kirksville, St. Joseph, Hannibal, 
Warrensburg, and more. 



Device Re-Utilization

• 10 re-use centers located across 
Missouri. 

• Provide refurbished walkers, 
crutches, canes, commodes, 
shower chairs, manual and 
power wheelchairs, positioning 
equipment, etc. 

• Devices are most often provided 
for free or for a nominal cost. 



Contact Information

www.at.mo.gov
816-655-6700

info@mo-at.org

Facebook: @MOAssistiveTechnology

Twitter: @MissouriAT

David D. Baker

Missouri Assistive Technology

(816) 655-6707
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